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OSNI Looks to the Future

Continuing to improve our service to you

At OSNI, we are committed to providing a prompt,
efficient and accurate service to you. Over the past year
we have focused on a number of areas where our service
has been improved.

Continuous revision programme

e We are now focusing on the capture of major
topographical change (@

e New technology such as Real Time Kinematic GPS et VT
continues to speed up the collection, accuracy and
processing of data

e 40,000 new house units were added to the database
in the year 2006/07

WWW.0oshi.gov.uk

Our new website has been in operation since April 2006
offering customers the opportunity to view, order, pay for
and receive delivery of a range of OSNI products over the
internet. Since going live, almost 6,000 ACEmaps have
been purchased. To see how easy and effective buying
ACEmaps over the internet is, see our article on page 3.

Real Time Kinematic (RTK) GPS receiver in use which has
an accuracy of better than 5cm

Pointer
e 36,000 new records have been added to the system in 2006/07
e The number of records with no permanent co-ordinates has been reduced by 66%
e Additional input from Valuation and Lands Agency (VLA) has been added
to the database
e More staff have been employed to deal with queries and issues
 Redesigned product is now available for new customers Welcome to the fourth

edition of OSNI in focus.
Positional Improvement (PI)

PI remains high on OSNI’s agenda. Improved positional accuracy of OSNI Articles inside......
Large-scale data will provide increased compatibility between the database and Chief Executive’s message
positions determined using GPS. A project team, including members from OSNI and Product news

from other interested organisations, is now in place and is considering how we can
deliver PI for Northern Ireland, with a target completion date of April 2010. Our sister
organisation, Ordnance Survey of Great Britain, has already been through this process
and we will liaise with them to learn from their experience.

ACEmap online

Northern Ireland Office
Mapping Agreement

MOSAIC GeoHub On the back page....
We are currently working with technology providers to deliver GeoHub, a technical News, contacts and events
platform which will enable data sharing between organisations. We anticipate a working
prototype of GeoHub by Spring 2007 with a completed system later in the year.




Chief Executive’s message.

Welcome to the latest edition of OSNI In Focus.

As 2007 starts, it is inevitably a time of year to reflect and
refocus.

Looking back, 2006 saw a number of key developments at OSNI
with one of the most significant milestones being the signing

of the Northern Ireland Mapping Agreement (NIMA) which
allows access, free at the point of use, to 18 OSNI products
and datasets by all civil servants, local government and Non-
Departmental Public Body staff (including the health and
education sectors). Later in the year, we signed a parallel deal,
NIOMA, with the Northern Ireland Office covering their Agencies
,_a-—' » T and NDPBs as

7N well as the core
Department. Another
major highlight

in 2006 was the
introduction of our
new commercial
website —
WWW.0SNi.gov.uk —
which allows visitors
to view, order,

pay for and receive
mapping products
online.

With the introduction of these two initiatives, we have made
access to OSNI data considerably simpler.
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OSNI Chief Executive lain Greenway

OSNI are recognised leaders in collecting, managing and
combining the use of spatial data and, as we enter 2007, our
commitment to providing our customers easy access to this
data continues. The roll out of the GeoHub will place a new
emphasis on collaboration with commercial partners, suppliers
and sister agencies in the new Land and Property Services
Agency as well as other data suppliers such as the utilities. The
GeoHub will enable fundamental changes in the way that spatial
data of Northern Ireland is shared and combined, providing a
rich base for a very wide range of decision making.

In this edition of In Focus you will read how OSNI is striving to
continually improve the quality of its products and services in
pursuit of our new mission - ‘to place OSNI data at the heart of a
vibrant Northern Ireland.’ | trust you will enjoy this edition and as
usual we welcome any comments or questions you may have.

| wish you a happy and prosperous 2007.

—

A 1 -!:_:..'-"._»i‘.t;’.t—-.j.-;l._T

lain Greenway

Chief Executive Officer
iain.greenway@osni.gov.uk

Product news!

Administrative Boundary Maps

From February 2007, a series of Administrative
Boundary Maps will be available to download,
free of charge, to the general public from our
website www.osni.gov.uk. A total of 126 maps
at various scales, from 1:10000 to 1:50000,
showing Electoral Ward, District Electoral Area
(DEA), Local Government District (LGD) and
Parliamentary (PC) boundaries and covering

a range of reviews from 1974 to 1995 will be
accessible.

Historical Mapping

OSNI and the Public Records Office of Northern
Ireland (PRONI) have a large archive of historical
paper maps which are of significant cultural,
historical and social value. OSNI and PRONI

have created an Historical Mapping Project
which aims to scan and georeference these
maps and include a ‘Points of Interest’ dataset
showing, for example, mine works, factories,
places of worship and graveyards.

The digital archive will have a wide range of
uses, from land use planning requirements to
genealogy, and they will be available on the
OSNI website, www.osni.gov.uk by the end of
April 2007.

GML

With the imminent introduction of the GeoHub,
OSNI are preparing to provide Large-scale
data in GML (Geography Mark-up Language).
This format is now regarded by the OGC (Open
Geospatial Consortium) as the new industry
standard for supplying Gl. A non-proprietary
geographic file format that can encode most
types of geographic information, GML is the
foundation for the geospatial web and brings
a spatial element to the internet. GML will also
promote access to geospatial information

and offer increased benefits from data
interoperability. OSNI Large-scale data will be
available in GML from summer 2007.






Have you used ACEmap® online yet?

ACEmap online is OSNI’s new way

of ordering ACEmaps. You no longer
have to phone, fax or write to our
sales office and wait for your ACEmap
to be delivered in the post. Now all
you have to do is log onto our newly
updated website www.osni.gov.uk and
register. Once you are on the site you
can navigate on a map console and
create an ACEmap specific to your
needs. Once you have paid for and
downloaded the data you can print it
off immediately — ACEmaps on your
desk in less than 30 minutes.

It really is that
easy!

Jordan Mitchell,
an Architectural
Technologist
with Bell
Architects,
Main Street,
Ballymoney,
who is a regular
client of
ACEmap online
kindly agreed
to answer some frequently asked
questions about its use.

Jordan Mitchell,
Bell Architects

OSNI. How long have you been using
ACEmaps?

J.M. | have been with Bell Architects
for five years. The practice first set
up business here in Ballymoney just

over 6 years ago. | have been getting
ACEmaps from OSNI since then,

as they are essential to many of the
jobs we do, from gaining planning
permission to first registration.

OSNI. On average how many
ACEmaps do you purchase?

J.M. At first we were ordering just

a few ACEmaps a week but, since
the introduction of compulsory first
registration, we are now using over 20
ACEmaps a week.

OSNI. How did you obtain ACEmaps
before ordering them on line?

J.M. We usually ordered by phone if
we had an exact address, using credit
card for payment. When we required

a map of a site which wasn’t so clear,
we would fax down an outline map and
the sales staff would locate the
ACEmap for us. This was an excellent
service and we normally received the
maps within 3 or 4 working days.

OSNI. ACEmap-on-line went live
in March 2006, how long have you
been using it?

J.M. We started using the service in
June and since we downloaded our
first map from the internet we haven’t
looked back, we use it for all our
orders.

OSNI. Do you find it easy to use?

J.M. The first time you log on you have
to register, after that you have to get
used to navigating around the site and
picking the required maps, but the
simple instructions are easy to follow
and after a couple of goes it’s no
problem. Here at Bell Architects

we now have six members of staff
registered to use the website so we
are not depending on only one or two
people to get the maps for us.

OSNI. How does ordering from
www.oshi.gov.uk differ from the
traditional methods of buying
ACEmaps?

J.M. The big advantage is without
doubt, being able to get the ACEmaps
almost instantly. Previously we had

to manage the 3 or 4 day delay from
ordering to receiving the ACEmap but
now we can organise a team meeting
and have an ACEmap on the desk
within half an hour.

Our thanks to Jordan for giving up
his valuable time to answer these
questions. As you can see there are
many advantages to using ACEmap
online, so give it a go!

ACEmaps are available to buy online
at - www.osni.gov.uk

=1 Northern Ireland Office Mapping Agreement

Following on from the success of the Northern Ireland Mapping Agreement,
OSNI have now developed a similar corporate agreement with the Northern
Ireland Office called NIOMA - the Northern Ireland Office Mapping Agreement.

As with NIMA, NIOMA will provide desktop access to 18 OSNI products for all
NIO Departments, PSNI, and Agencies to support policy making, operational
delivery and communication with the public.

The agreement covers all internal uses as well as publication of static mapping
on the internet and in printed publications.

NIOMA Product Portfolio

e | arge-scale Vector
¢ 1:50 000 Vector

e OSNI RegionalMap
e OSNI GlobalMap

e OSNI Road Network

¢ 1:10 000 Digital Soil

e OSNI SABE

* Pointer®

¢ Place Name Gazetteer
e 1:10 000 Raster

¢ 1:50 000 Raster

e 1:250 000 Raster

¢ Parliamentary

e Raster Activity Map

NIOMA

Data now available!

For more information

call the NIOMA Helpline
028 9038 8412 or email
alan.gardiner@osni.gov.uk

e Raster Street Maps

e OSNI Historical Archive
¢ Digital Terrain Model

¢ Orthophotography

Constituency Maps



