NIMA Press Release 3rd April 2006

OSNI launch Northern Ireland Mapping Agreement

From today all Northern Ireland Civil Service Departments, Agencies and NDPBs as well as Local Councils will benefit from the availability of high quality digital mapping data from Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), the official Government Agency responsible for mapping in Northern Ireland.

 Under the Northern Ireland Mapping Agreement (NIMA), Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland will supply GI to all Northern Ireland Civil Service departments, Agencies and NDPB’s, through central funding, for a period of three years. Also, under the agreement, Local Councils will be able to licence OSNI data at a significantly reduced cost.

NIMA has been developed to improve the quality and efficiency of services delivered by the Northern Ireland public sector through the increased use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

GIS are computerised information systems that are used to input, store, retrieve, manipulate, analyse and output geographically referenced or geospatial data and have long been recognised as an important tool to support a wide range of government applications. 

Effective use of Geographical Information can make a major contribution to the delivery of services, the management of resources and the development and dissemination of informed, evidence-based policy.  

GI supports decision making for a wide range of applications including, targeting and assessing policy, identifying areas of social need, increasing efficiency of service delivery, managing land use and natural resources, transport, epidemiology (the occurrence, distribution and control of diseases) and use by the emergency services.

Notes to editors

Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), an Executive agency within the Department of Culture Arts and Leisure, is the official Government organisation responsible for supplying maps, mapping information and mapping and Geographical Information services for Northern Ireland.

It provides maps in paper and digital form, as well as aerial imagery, geographically referenced address, boundary, road and other mapping related data in support of business, government administration and leisure activities.

OSNI would welcome visits from media representatives, who wish to familiarise themselves with Geographical Information.  

Further information on NIMA may be obtained from its website on www.osni.gov.uk, by telephone the marketing department on 028 9038 8415 or by writing to Colby House, Stranmillis Court, Malone Lower, Belfast BT9 5BJ

