PRESS RELEASE

Glens of Antrim Activity Map launched by First Minister.

12 December 2007

The First Minister returned to his constituency today for the launch of the ‘Glens of Antrim’ Activity Map.  The map, produced by Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland® (OSNI®), will further support tourism in the area by providing visitors with information on the location of approved walks, climbs and top spots for fishing and sailing in the Glens region.  At the event, the First Minister also acknowledged the important contribution that OSNI’s digital geographic information makes to public service delivery and the local economy. 

Speaking at the event the First Minister said,

“The launch of this map today represents a very important tool in helping to bolster our resurgent tourism industry in Northern Ireland.  The hope is that the variety of activities noted on the map will encourage visitors to keep returning to the area.”

The new map shows the nine Glens at 1:25 000 scale (4 centimetres to 1 kilometre) and has been created from OSNI’s digital database using the latest technology.  The First Minster was also keen to point out “one very important quality for a map from Northern Ireland – it’s waterproof!”

Iain Greenway, Chief Executive of OSNI, was also in attendance and was pleased with the references made to the range of uses the data his organisation collates makes to Northern Ireland.  Commenting, Iain said, “The First Minister correctly pointed out that paper maps represent only 5% of the operations of OSNI today. The digital data that we produce has diverse and important uses.  These range from planning ambulance routes to enabling investors to decide on suitable locations for their businesses.”

The Glens of Antrim Activity Map is part of a series of maps, with ‘The Mournes’ and ‘The Sperrins’ completing the current series.  New maps covering ‘Strangford Lough’ and ‘Upper and Lower Lough Erne’ are set for release over the coming months.  Activity maps can be purchased from good book stores or online from www.osni.gov.uk 

Ends 

Notes to editors

Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), an Executive agency within the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure, is the official Government organisation responsible for supplying maps, mapping information and mapping and Geographical Information services for Northern Ireland.

It provides maps in digital and paper form, as well as aerial imagery, geographically referenced address, boundary, road and other mapping related data in support of business, government administration and leisure activities.

Further information on OSNI’s products and services may be obtained from its website on www.osni.gov.uk, by telephone the marketing department on 028 9038 8415 or by writing to Colby House, Stranmillis Court, Malone Lower, Belfast BT9 5BJ

