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Planning Maps Now Available at Craigavon Council Offices

Are you planning to extend your home, or even planning to build a new one? 

Don’t forget, to get planning permission you must provide Planning Service with up to seven copies of a large-scale map of your property.

This has now become simpler as Craigavon Borough Council have become the latest Council to go into partnership with the Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI) and software company Laser-Scan to provide these maps on request at your local council offices.

OSNI is the official Government organisation responsible for supplying mapping and geographic information (GI) services for Northern Ireland while Laser-Scan is one of the worlds leading providers of geospatial solutions. Laser-Scan together with OSNI have developed a system called ACEmap on-line, enabling organisations such as Craigavon Borough Council to access the Internet to produce high quality ACEmap plots locally for sale to the public and for in-house use.

Four local councils already operate this system and high demand from local 

surveyors, architects and solicitors who would normally have to go to Belfast, has demonstrated the need for this service locally. 

Welcoming the launch of this new service, Lewis Porter, Principal Administrative Officer with Craigavon Borough Council, said

“The ACEmap service further illustrates the commitment of Craigavon Borough Council to be a leading edge organisation, delivering the benefits of technological advances for the benefit of the local population.”
Stan Brown, acting Chief Executive of OSNI commented

“The appointment of Craigavon Borough Council as a Licensed Distributor for our ACEmap products represents a major step forward in our drive to increase access to OSNI’s products and services throughout Northern Ireland. This will not only contribute to the achievement of OSNI’s E-government targets, but will also enable us to better service the needs of our customers”.
Duncan Guthrie, Managing Director of Laser-Scan, added:

“Laser-Scan is proud to be have played an integral role in assisting OSNI to increase the real time availability of its data.

“The Partnership with Craigavon Borough Council further supports this process, and reinforces Laser-Scan's commitment to developing business solutions that provide open local access to centrally stored geographical information.”

ACEmaps are available at Craigavon Council Offices from 1st June 2005.
Notes to Editors

Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), an Executive agency within the Department of Culture Arts and Leisure, is the official Government organisation responsible for supplying maps, mapping information and mapping and Geographical Information services for Northern Ireland.

It provides maps in paper and digital form, as well as aerial imagery, geographically referenced address, boundary, road and other mapping related data in support of business, government administration and leisure activities.

OSNI would welcome visits from media representatives, who wish to familiarise themselves with Geographical Information.  Please contact DCAL’s Press Office on 028 9025 8901 to make arrangements.

Further information on OSNI’s products and services may be obtained from its website on www.osni.gov.uk, by telephone on 028 902 557 55 or by writing to Colby House, Stranmillis Court, Malone Lower, Belfast BT9 5BJ

ACEmaps can be obtained locally from Craigavon Borough Council by contacting Lewis Porter at:- 

Tel. 02838 312 442     Fax 02838 312 444    e-mail:- lewis.porter@craigavon.gov.uk
This system is already operated by Armagh, Carrickfergus, Lisburn and North Down  Councils.

