Pointer release

QAS ‘points’ to new address database for locations in Northern Ireland 

15 March 2006, Belfast:  QAS, an Experian® company today launches QuickAddress with Pointer® at a dedicated seminar held at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast. Produced in conjunction with Ordnance Survey Northern Ireland (OSNI), QuickAddress with Pointer facilitates fast and accurate address capture using Pointer® Plus data, the most authoritative address database in Northern Ireland. Pointer Plus provides a common standard address for every property in Northern Ireland including a grid reference to 1 metre resolution, Townland data and Unique Property Reference Numbers (UPRNs).

From as little as a postcode, QuickAddress with Pointer searches over 813,000 postal and non-postal addresses including churches, community centres and even buildings yet to be built, to provide locations to within 1 metre.  Previously, both public and private sector organisations such as the emergency services, utilities and insurance companies had to rely solely on Postal Address File (PAF).  Today they have the ability to view much richer data using QuickAddress with Pointer, to service their customers more effectively.

Capturing and using data can be a challenge if specific information is not currently held in PAF. For example, grid references are critical to the emergency services who could be faced with a postcode containing a number of different buildings spanning a significant area. Those essential few minutes saved by having an exact grid reference could mean the difference to reaching and saving a citizen. Additionally, as recommended by the Northern Ireland Executive, Townlands data has also been incorporated into QuickAddress with Pointer.
Property status information such as ‘Planning, Derelict or Not Yet Built,’ along with classification of address – residential or commercial or both – also provides extra clarity.  For commercial organisations, QuickAddress with Pointer enhances and maintains a company’s most important asset - their databases. This can have significant advantages in a number of areas:

· Quick, accurate data capture: Reduces the number of keystrokes required to record an address. Misheard or wrongly spelt information can be eliminated and hand written addresses are recorded accurately and quickly

· Effective profiling: Adds valuable information at point of capture allowing organisations to effectively profile their data for future marketing activity and analysis

· Cost-efficient: With excellent data quality organisations can communicate effectively with their customers. Costs can be reduced further through potential postage discounts and a reduction in returned mail.

Stan Brown, Acting Chief Executive OSNI commented, “Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland is delighted to work in partnership with QAS on this new product.  Address information is essential in today’s fast moving economy and QAS offer an excellent platform for OSNI’s Pointer Plus data. Pointer is the first single database of all addressable properties for a UK region. Employing ground breaking software developments, Pointer stores over 813 000 postal and non postal addresses in Northern Ireland.”

Harry Meikle, QAS group managing director added, “The ability to pinpoint exact locations is critical for many types of organisations seeking to offer improved customer and citizen service. Local government authorities and utility companies can make service provisions and planning for things such as electrical sub-stations, whereas insurance, financial or environmental firms can perform risk analysis. All of which would not have been available under the current system which uses Royal Mail’s PAF file alone.”

Notes to editors
Pointer
Pointer has been developed for Northern Ireland with the joint support of Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), the Valuation & Lands Agency (VLA) Local Councils and Royal Mail. The project is independent of the above organisations, and is managed through a Project Board with membership from the Northern Ireland e-govt unit, OSNI, RM, the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives (SOLACE) represented by Ards Borough Council, VLA and Water Service.

About Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland
Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), an Executive agency within the Department of Culture Arts and Leisure, is the official Government organisation responsible for supplying mapping and geographic information services for Northern Ireland.

It provides maps in paper and digital form, as well as aerial imagery, geographically referenced address, boundary, road and other mapping related data in support of business, government administration and leisure activities.

For Further information on OSNI products and services please contact the Marketing Department, phone 028 903 884 15, email allison.tinsley@osni.gov.uk or visit our web site www.osni.gov.uk
About QAS

QAS is the UK's market leading supplier of data accuracy and identity management solutions. QAS is a wholly owned subsidiary of Experian®, the global information solutions company. Visit QAS on the web at www.qas.com
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About Experian

Experian is the global leader in providing value-added information solutions to organisations and consumers.  

Experian works with more than 50,000 clients across diverse industries, including financial services, telecommunications, healthcare, insurance, retail and catalogue, automotive, manufacturing, leisure, utilities, e-commerce, property and government.  A subsidiary of GUS plc with headquarters in Nottingham, UK, and Costa Mesa, California, Experian’s 12,000 people in 28 countries support clients in more than 60 countries.  Annual sales are about £1.4 billion.

The word 'Experian' is a registered trademark in the EU and other countries and is owned by Experian Ltd and/or its associated companies.

For more information, visit the company's web site on www.experian.com.
